
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



TWENTY-THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
RECORDING SECRETARY. 

To the President and Members of the Columbia Historical 
Society, Greeting: 

The Recording Secretary has the honor of submitting the 
twenty-third annual report, beginning January 18, 1916, and 
ending with December 19, of the same year. 

During that period the Society has elected to active mem- 
bership 39; has lost 8 by death; one of the number being 
Louis Peirce Shoemaker, a member of the Society since 1902 
and of the Board of Managers since 1910. Others have been 
lost by resignation and by failure to comply with the rules, 
leaving the Society's membership at two hundred and four- 
teen, classed as active and non-resident; one of the latter, 
Mrs. Mary Josephine Morrow Dale, has been compelled twice 
within the year hurriedly to quit her home in Chihuahua, Mex- 
ico, because of hostilities in that country. 

The Board of Managers has held seven meetings in the 
office of Mr. John B. Larner, "Washington Loan and Trust 
Building, with an average attendance of 8 members, a gain of 
two over last year's average. The Society has held seven 
meetings in the ''Gold Room'' of The Shoreham, with an 
average attendance of 130 members and guests, an increase of 
twenty-six over that of last year. 

Volume 19 of The Records, published during the year, has 
234 pages and 5 illustrations, and adds sketches of two more 
of "Washington's Mayors. 

Sir Gilbert Parker, Baronet and Member of Parliament, has 
sent to our library many books, pamphlets, speeches, etc., hav- 
ing to do with England's part in the great European struggle ; 
while several books have been sent without any indication of 
the donor and hence could not be acknowledged. 

Mr. James Franklin Hood, our Curator, has added to his 
gift of last year, a silver plate bearing the following inscrip- 
tion: 

300 



Annual Report of the Recording Secretary. 301 

This Mantel 

graced the dining-room 

in the cottage of 

David Burnes 

one of the original proprietors 

of the land whereon is the 

City of Washington. 

Presented to the 

Columbia Historical Society 

By James F. Hood, 

1915. 

It seems well just here, to make the following particulars 
matter of record. At the request of the Secretary, they were 
furnished her by Mr. Hood : 

''When the old Columbia Athletic Club leased the Van Ness 
square for a playground, the Burnes cottage which had fallen 
into grievous decay, was demolished, as was also the larger 
and later Van Ness mansion, which after years of unoccupa- 
tion except by negroes and tramps was uninhabitable. I 
think I was President of the Club at the time and I had the 
old mantel removed (there was little else to remove) cleaned 
and sent to my house. It has been in my possession ever 
since until I gave it to the Society. ' ' 

The seed of desire for some memento from the ''Lincoln Toy 
Shop" planted last year has born fruit this year. Although 
Mrs. Marguerite du Pont Lee cannot give us a "brave little 
soldier" she has given us some toys she bought herself at 
1207 New York avenue, the little shop made famous by the 
patronage of our great War President. Now will some one 
give us a small glass case in which to properly display our 
slowly increasing store of relics? 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Stevens Beall, 
Recording Secretary. 

January 16, 1917. 



